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THRT ADVOCATE.

BED-ROOK PRINOIPLES.
Benator Benn's Views on the Existing
Evils.

Eorror ApvooaTs:—The oanses ss-
signed for the present commercisl sad
industrisl sisgaation, the lack of em-
ploymsnt of workingmen, and the tar-
rible auffarings of tha poor, are almost
innomarable.

High protection, or fear of reduction
of the tariff; too much monay, or an in-
sufficiancy of it;axtravaganoe of the worlk-
ingmsn and farmers, or a disposition to
hosrd ur pay debta. Bome think that
oapital absorba too muoh, and has
killed the goosa that laid the golden
ogg, whils others claim that capital is
afraid, does not earn enough to be em-
ployed, and aak for measures to concili-
ste capital. Many think we have too
much paternalism, others ask for more,

But smorg sll this babel of opinions,
the sad pathetio, stern facts remain;
that in » country overflywing with
patural resources, \nhabited with & pop-
ulation industrious, intelligent, and wil-
ling to work; thers is sn alarming in-
orease of soforoed idleness, abeolote
wont, starving and freezing to death,
while a few acoumulste snormous for-
tunes. Under suoh conditions it is
pataral aud proper Lo think and investi-
gate; it la much better to think erudely,
yoo, falssly, to grope in the dark, than
{0 be indiffsrent sbout these thinga. The
remedy for all thess avils liss in the di-
rectlon of investigating and thinking,
supplemented by honest and continuous
afforws to osrry into practioal operation
tha necesahry remeadies.

That thers is such a discrepancy in the
opinion of men in regard to cansea and
remadiss, simply implies o laok of think-
ing in this direotion. I do mot fatter
myeelf that I am able to solve and de-
monstrate the problem in a perfeot mao-
per. I only hope to help a litile.

In order to solve any problem right we
must begin at the baginning, must stark
right, Ouor problem is the government
of a nation, the proper adjustment of
the various relations of man to man.
The proper object of our government
should be to protect the natural righta
of each individual, to make laws to kar-
monizs conflicting interasta on a basia of
justios. Men have deduoced these idess
from what we oall the higher law—a law
that haa found sxpression in all ages, in
all nations, and struggles for expreasion
in every human heart—the law of love
and justioe,

When this law ia igonored or perverted,
dissord, confasion, sin and misery are
the inevitabla resulta, The sconomio
oondition of a peopls is govarnaed by thia
1aw, beoanaa law raigon averywhete.

Man's physioal wants oan primarily
only be supplied in ove way, He may
find something that nature has prepared
for him, and use it in that state, or he
may add his own labur to it, and perfeot
it. In other worda everything that maa
hes or waots is s produoot of nature or
labor, or both combined. Coming down
to the very complex oivilizstion of our
times, that principle etill holds true but
is more diffisult to observa, There is not
an articls of nscessity, comforl or luxory
that man ness which doea not coms un-
der this law. The food we eal, our
olothing, our houses, our education and
smusaments, they all require labor to be
prodused, and it takes labor to pay
those engaged in thess avocations for
their servioes.

In short, civilization might bs defiaad
aa & state of society whers an innumer-
able varisty of svoocstions sre pursued

and by ueing all kinds of labor-saving
machinery.

This naturally oalls for s large num-
ber of peopls who davote themsslves to
the distribution of thess artisles, the
buying, transporting and sslling. Bome
pleos, somewhore the mischief maker
comes in and disturbs the proper ad-
justment,

It ias pob in the use of lsbor-saving
machinery, becauss that properly used
in o blegsing, Tt can not be in & division
of labor, nor in improved methods of
transportation. It is not in any insul-
flolency of unatural resources,

It needs no argument to prove that
our sufferings, our hard times and panics
never arise from an inabilily or nawil-
lingness of the people to perform the
neceasary labor to produce all that is
wanted, asithar ara they tha result of a
laok of natural resources.

To ramovs all doubts that anyone may
have on this point I refer to the expe-
risnoe that this nation had in regard to
ita productive power during our late
War.

Then we had a million of men with-
drawn from productive Indostry, vast
smounta of manuisctured produocts
wasted or destroyed, yat thoss laft were
abls to produce an abundance of avery-
thing. Wae had anothar objach lesson in
that war, namely: that although a large
proportion of the producers wers with-
deawn from productive labor, and &
good deal of the remasining labor force
was expendad in producing articles of
defenss end destruction for the army,
we had, it we eliminate the suffaring
snd misery apscislly prodnosd by the
war, the best times and the greateal
prosperity thot this nation ever had,

(I hops noone thinks that I am an
advocate of war for the purposa of bring-
ing prosperity.) Why this prosperity in
war?  Becauss it stimulales consumpiion,

It geoms then that under the prasent
order of thioge the tras law of consumy-
tion is disturbad. Waoat is this law of
ponsumption? Bimply this: That when
s man or & numberof men produce of
osrtain things more than they nead, that
they bave the opportunily to exchange
them for other products of lsbor, on &
just basis of labor performed, The la-
boring maa should for hia days' work
obtain the produot of labor of some
oker man less & fair allowance for so-
parintendenoe, risk, sto,

The farmar who produocsa more whaat,
corn, bes! and pork than he needs
should have an opporfunity to axchangs
his suppliss for coffas, sugnr, tea, teunit,
olothing, ahoes, books, papers, pisnocs,
music, sto., at an exchaoge value based
on the labor perfordiad.

Aunother principle is that wealth Is
only produoced fur two purposes, that is,
for comsumption or use in production.
Food and oclothing are mads to be con-
sumed. Maochines, faotories, houses,
shipe, rallroads, etc., are made to use in
the prodootion and (ransportion of
woalth. It becomes svident then that
there must be a correspondence between
the oconsumplion and production of
wealth.

This bringe na to the very heart of thia
queation, Wa will not here disouss bow
the present inequalities of wealth have
come sbout—will not insint that it was
mainly through the rise in land values
brought about by the community by
watering stocks, by placing bonds on
railroada when they were making money,
by begging and stealing from the public
through all manner of clase legislation.
We might for the saks of argument
admit that the 32,000 who are said to

aa to have obtained it honestly, and it
will not affect our argument. The diffi-
oully coosists not in their owning mso
muoch of real wealth, but in their own-
ing & peculiar kind of so-called wealth.
If these men owned so muoch of real
wealth, . o, products of labor, such as
food, clothing, tools, implomanta, ma-
chines, buildings, factoriss, telegraphs,
ships, railroads, sto., the wealth would
not be sn injary to the rest, and If they
conld olsim interest or rent for the loan-
ing or vee of some of it, and take their
pay in the produota, the producers eonld
easily produce enongh to pay them, they
wonld not want any mors than they
could ume, and the prodncers oonld give
that and still have encugh for them
solves, Buf sges of selfishness, cunning
and treachery, on oneside, and atupidity,
indiferenca and prejudios, on the othar
hava developed & eystem by which cap:-
taliast can get & wspeciea of so-callid
wealth that Is not for consumption, but
becomes & parpetusl and ever inoressing
factor for earning more wealth of its
kind. By thia the law of consumption
18 8o disturbed that the means to buy
with are held by & few, who need but
little compared with their ability to buy
or the wealth thsy own, yet have
the power to withhold from those who
need artiolea of food, clothing, or houses,
the means or opportunity to obtain
them by work.

Let us not forget that land, or natural
resources, snd labor (hand and brain)
are the only means of producing real
wealth., If soms are more indastrious,
more frugal and capable than others
and sequire more wealth, they have a
perfect right to do it, and the posasssion
of such wealth would cause no suffering
to othera,

Bat let us go back to onr 32,000 who
own $36,000,000,000 of so-called weslth
and analyze it and theeffect it has on the
reat of the people, We will suppoes
that $6,000,000,000 of it, that is, $187,000
for eaoh,is devoted for personal use, ¥. &,
bouses, yachts, hunting grounds, cse-
tles in Earope, horses, ete. Then the
remaining $30,000,000,000,we will nasume,
ars invested in real eatate, in railroad
stooks, bonds, mortgsges, notes, banks,
shares in manufactories, talegraph com-
panies, ste,, yielding 4 per cent. intersst,
rent or profit, makiog $1,200,000,000. We
will be liberal and allow that they ocon-
sumse half of their income, that is, $18,760
each; that otill leaves $500,000,000 of
their income unconsumed to be rein-
veoted sgain. Remember that our 32,
000 demsnd money, not produots, for
their incoms.

Moasy oan only be obtained by selling
products, but here wa find this di-
lemma—$600,000,000 must be raised an-
nually, which is not for consumption,
but for reinvestment. If that amount
of gooda is produced, then thers is no
ooe Lo bay them, and we have overpro-
duotion. Manufsoturers, whan thay
osnnot sell, stop produoing; that throws
men out of employment snd lessens
their abilities to buy, thereby still
farthar ourtailing corsamption.

That such & condition must necesss-
rily grow womse from year to year every
thinking person must admit. We have
the theory and ws have the faots. Soms
of my figurea are eslimates only, but [
put them very low. The figures for the
wealth ownied by 82 000 were published
by J. G. Bhearman sevaral years ago,
and are generally admitted to be sub-
stantially correct, The figures given
by the census report and published by

own $36,000,000000 (one-half) of our|

the ApvocaTe on the inoreased indebt-
edoess of the people correspond with
this theory. The present condition of

men are permitied, through nsury, rent
and profits, to absorb the products of
labor and sdd to their fortunes by such
mathods that ruin and destruction
must follow, )

Thees things are in violation of God's
law, and immediataly lead to ruin.

Dear reader, psuse and think that
only about thirty years of active opera-
fion of this system hes brought us to
this condition. Btarvation in s land
where natural resources have hardly
besan touched yeb. Wheat baing fad to
hoge becauss it has no price, whan mil-
lions have to go hungry bscause they
have no opportunity to earn the misara.
ble pittancs it would taka to buy bread.
Millions without sufficient clothing to
protect thamsalves against the cold be-
camse manufscturers canoot sell and
hava to discharge thelr hands.

Sad but tras to relats, those in charge
of the affairs of this nation have no eyes
to see tha condition of the poor, no ears
to hear the ory of distress, but, bahold,
how quickly they respond to the de-
mand of the millionaires when they have
a few hundred millions of idle monay
and provide bonds for them as a safe
snd sure invesatment, although it will
increass the burdens of the producers
1 have not said anything about politios,
but I ask you, dear raader, ia it not true
that these conditions have been brought
about through lsgislation? I so, can
they be changed in sny othsr peaceful
way than by legislation? I! you sgree
with theee propositions, then I sek you
to examine what parties have brought
abont these oconditions, and slsn whab
parties are trying to bring sbout any
remodies,

Ooe word yet. Do you believe that
man is oreated for higher and nobler
objeats than merely workicg for & bare
axistenoe, often in want snd anxisty, tor
those depending on him for support, or,
if he happena to be riob, for the acoum-
ulstion of still greater richea? Do you
belisve a tew ought to live in idleness,
luxury snd debauchery of all sorts and
tha many in hard toil and privations?
Or do you beliave that we asll have the
samp Heavenly Father, the same natural
right, & common origin and deatiny,
that we owe each othar to live acsording
to the law of love and justice? That if
wa happen to be beiter situated, more
blessed with means, sbility, power snd
opportunify than others, that we ought
to use these gifts for the good of our
fellow men instead as means of oppres-
mion.

If you belisve in the Dsclaration of
Independence, the temchiogs of Ohrist,
in the common Fatherhood of God and
brotherhood of man, then I appeal to
you to come and help to bring about the
kingdom of heaven on earth by estab-
lishing just, sconomic relations between
man and man. M. Sexx,
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